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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  convention  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  memoriali” 
sing  the  Legislature  for  aid  to  enlarge  the  Union  Canal  to  thecapacity 
of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  met  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  4th  December, 
1838,  and  was  organised  by  appointing  the  Hon.  CALVIN  BLYTHE,, 
of  Dauphin  county.  President ;  Jacob  Gratz,  of  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Peter  Ritner  of  Clearfield  county,  John  C.  M’Alister,  of  Dau¬ 
phin  county,  William  Donaldson,  of  Columbia  county,  Vice  Presi- 
dentsj  and  Dr.  Augustus  Holmes,  of  Schuylkill  county,  Edward  P. 
Pearson,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon  county.  Secretaries. 

It  appeared  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  delegates  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  respective  counties,  viz  : 

City  of  Philadelphia. — Abraham  Miller,  Frederick  Fraley,  Thos. 
S.  Smith,  Henry  S.  Spackman,  Jacob  Gratz,  B.  M.  Hinchman,  G. 
R.  Smith,  J.  Coleman  Fisher,  W.  A.  Crabb,  John  N.  Fisher. 

County  oj  P/n7ac?eZp/im.— Charles  Brown,  James  Hanna,  Sam’l. 
Stevenson,  William  VVagner,  William  F.  Hughes,  Charles  Pray, 
William  Lloyd,  William  J.  Carnes,  John  W.  Ryan,  Samuel  F.  Reed, 
Miles  N.  Carpenter,  Michael  Day,  Benjamin  Crispin,  Thomas  J. 
Heston,  Dr.  B.  R.  Mears,  Thomas  H.  Britton,  Adam  Woelper,  Dr. 
A.  Helfenstein,  Jesse  S.  Smith,  John  W.  Nesbit,  William  Levan. 

Berks  County. — Dr.  Jacob  Marshall,  Col.  John  Miller,  Samuel 
Fegeley,  Abraham  Hill,  Jacob  Walborn,  Esq.,  Adam  Shoener,  Isaac 
Eckert,  Col.  Henry  High,  William  Weimer,  Simon  Seyfort,  John  PV 
Smith,  John  N.  Miltiraore,  Daniel  Haia,  Lewis  Ritter,  John  W.  Tyson, 
John  Smyth,  jr..  Dr.  Lot  Benson,  George  Reiser,  Jr.,  John  Heiner, 
Samuel  S.  Jackson,  Emanuel  Arnold,  John  Green,  Lloyd  Wharton, 
Jonathan  Seidel,  ^ohn  Hoff,  William  C.  Levensworth. 

Bradford  County. — P.  V.  Poilet. 

Butler  County. — George  B.  Smith,  John  B.  Butler. 

Columbia  County. — George  A.  Frick,  William  Donaldson,  H. 
McWilliams. 

Oumherland  County. — Samuel  Alexander,  Samuel  D.  Henderson, 
William  H.  Henderson,  Martin  Dunlop,  A  S.  M’Kinney,  Charles 
M’Clure. 
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Cambria  County. — Jaipos  Foiilon,  Alexander  M’Connell. 

Clnirjield  Cuunty. —  IVlrr  Kifner. 

DaxipUln  Cowdy. —  Ilun.  Calvin  lllylhc,  Ccorne  W.  Launnui, 

'  Simon  Cameron,  i)r.  I’.  VV’it  .slIin;.'!,  Jusepli  liroslle,  Jos.  lldss,  llenj. 
Joui’don,  I).  Kendig,  Henry  Omit,  .!uc(;b  M.  lialdenian,C.  A.  Snyder, 
Owen  M’Cabe,  William  Ayres,  M.  ijurkc,  Henry  Walters,  James 
I’carock,  G.  \V.  Harris,  J.  ^V.  Cake,  l>.  Parke,  E.  Guyer,  S.  H- 
(Jlark,  W.  I).  Boas,  Dr.  L.  Ueily,  D.  ^V.  Gross,  Andrew  Keeler,  O. 
Barrett,  Herman  Alricks,  H.  Biiebler,  'P.  P'enn,  C.  M’C’nrdy,  Wm. 
Cochran,  Henry  PefTer,  ioiin  M.  P'orslcr,  A.  J.  Jones,  Ovid  1*',  John¬ 
son,  David  Kranse,  R.  S.  IClliutt,  Wm.  Ptoot,  Michael  Lebkecher, 
William  Duck,  Henry  Sprigman.  Jacob  Seiler,  D.  Sandenson,  Mathew 
Wilson,  George  Prince,  Jacob  Shell,  1'.  K.  Boas,  John  Zinn,  John 
Davies,  Geo.  P.  Wcistling,  George  Mish,  Jolm  Srahl,  'i'homas 
L.  Wilson,  H.  Ber^bause,  Henry  Antes,  H.  K.  Fahnestock,  J  P. 
Rutherford,  G.  L.  Mytinger,  Philip  Wolleisberger,  Ackerson  Martin, 
E.  P.  Hughes,  Geo.  W.  Boyer,  H.  Chritzman,  John  Agg,  George 
Fisher,  Esq.,  Middletown;  John  Fox,  Esq.,  Hummelstown  ;  Captain 
Henry  Shaelfer,  Lykens  township;  Christian  Swartz,  Swatara  town¬ 
ship;  Dr.  William  S.  Bishop,  J.  P.  Leibrich,  R.  Benjamin,  Halifax^ 
Jacob  Seal,  Benjamin  Musser,  Millersburg  ;  John  C.  M’Allister,  J6hn 
H.  Fox,  George  Mammon,  Cusquehanna  ;  Benjamin  Stees,  John  C. 
Sims,  Abraham  Funk,  Middle  Paxton. 


Huntingdon  County. — James  M.  Bell,  Henry  L.  M’Connell,  Lewis 
H.  Williams,  John  Brotheiline,  William  L.  Spear,  S.  S.  W'harton. 

Juniata  Couniij. — James  P'row,  John  Funk. 


Lancaster  County. — James  Cameron,  James  Caldwell,  J.  P^. 
Cotrell. 

Lycoming  County. — William  F.  Packer,  William  P.  P^arrand. 


Lebanon  County. — Simeon  Guilford,  Dr.  George.  Leinn weaver, 
Jolm  George,  John  iMarquart,  E.  P.  Pearson,  John  Krause,  Jel!'*r>'on 
Shirk,  Christian  Spangler,  hi  h.  Lehman,  George  F.  Miller,  C\\  rns 
Cormony,  Abraham  ilex,  Dr.  Sainiud  Thome. 


Mffjlin  County. — George  W.  Patton,  David  M'CIurc. 

-•  ?iorfIiumherland  County. — James  C.  Horler,  Henry  P'rick,  John 
G.  Youngman,  Charles  Higgins. 

Pcrni  County. —  lohn  Hippie,  David  DeardorfP,  George  Slroop, 
James  Adahis,  Richard  PPigiish. 

Schwflkill  County. — Bmijamin  Aycrigg,  John  Schnidcr,  Cl-arles 
P'raily,  William  Mortimer,  G.  N.  Eckert,  H.  Iv.  Strong,  C.  heier, 
J.  C.  Oliver,  Jacob  P'eager,  George  Mars,  John  Huber,  Levi  Miller, 
John  D.  Lenhart,  John  Brown,  William  Graff,  Peter  Filbert,  Or.  A. 
Holmes,  Nathaniel  Hcnrie,  Thomas  Morris,  John  S.  rngraiO;  John 
Stees. 
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UniGn  County. — William  Cameron,  Henry  C.  Ever,  Nerr  Micidics- 
warth,  John  ^Jnyder. 

D.  Krause,  ol‘  Dauphin,  read  a  communication  from  \¥illiam  Boyd, 
Es!,[.,  I’residenL  oi'  the  Union  Canal  Company,  to  assure  the  Conven- 
liori  tiiat  Us  action,  in  rereronce  to  that  canal  would  meet  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  its  owners.  The  following  extracts  were  ordered  to  be  made 
part  of  the  j)roceedings,  viz; 

“  i  forward  herewiih  the  report  of  the  President  and  Prlanngers  of 
tlic  limon  Canal  company  made  to  the  stockholders  at  their  last  an¬ 
nual  mcfUin^:  the  twentieth  of  November,  last,  .showing  the  business 
and  other  transactions  ol‘  the  company  for  the  last  year.” 

In  compliance  \vi:h  the  request  ol'  a  cornmiitce  of  tfie  citizens  of 
'8chny!i;iil  county  and  its  vicinity,  tlie  boai'd  of  managers  through 
their  President,  made  apodication  to  the  Canal  Cornmissioners  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  to  appoint  “-a  vomyelent  and  disinferes’ed  engineer  on 
h.uhalf  of,  and  at  the  expense  cf  ihe  company,  to  make  a  thorough 
<'.\ain!n:ition  of  said  canal,  iho  amount  of  water  that  may  be  liad  as 
an  aJduional  supply  to  Iced  it,  and  generally  the  practicability  of  ma¬ 
lting  the  same  as  large  and  useful  as  any  Of  the  branches  of  the 
iV'.nnsvi vania  canal.  Caid  engineer  to  make  the  exaininaiion  this 

V  C-' 

sr-uson  and  make  report  to  the  next  Legislature.”  In  consequence  of 
tills  rtvpiisitiion,  iho  Canal  Commissioners  promptly  appointed  James 
i).  [lai  iies,  Idsq,,  one  of  the  pritieijial  engineers  of  liie  JState,  to  exam¬ 
ine  and  make  report  on  tiic  subject  referred.  Mr.  llarreis  in  company 
with  Mr.  Leb.man,  Residc.-nt  Phigineer,  and  the  President  of  the  Union 
Canal  f.'ompanv,  proceeded  in  a  boat  on  the  tweh'ih  November,  last, 
and  co.nmenciog  h/dow  Reading  on  the  Se.huyiicii!,  carorul’y  ex- 
mviined  all  points  of  the  canal  iVom  thence  to  Poristnouih,  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  tire  canal,  where  it  connects  \N  iTh  thfi  Slate  canal.  'Phey 
also  procoeded  uj)  'lie  Branch  canal  to  Pine  Grove,  in  Lchindkil!  coun¬ 
tv,  exnminf.ai  the  works  on  that  line  c;f  ca.nal,  :ts  well  ns  the  inter- 
es'iicj:  coal  region  in  the  vicinltv. 

I'hc:  engineer  Inis  not  ns  yet  b.afi  time  to  ma.ke  a  derailed  report 
on  ihe  subject  of  this  examination  ;  hut  it  will  lie  siiortly  foil hcoming, 
f...r  myselt',  I  h  ive  no  hesitation  in  stating  rny  entire  conh  ieucc*  m 
jiro".  iriijg  siieh  addifionai  supplies  of  water  withm  reach,  as  wiM  l.r; 
abmidaiitiy  suliicient  to  supply  the  Union  C’anal  and  Loelcs  on  ike 
(‘nl:irj.ed  aca'e  contemplated. 

“I  111  )st  .sincere!  V  Ifope  the  dr  lihorations  of  the  Cana!  (’cri  vcioiou, 

I 

mav  result  agreeabi V  to  the  most  sangnino  exuecia'icns  oJ"  the  fric  r.ds 
of  Impix  vement.” 

0.  K  aiuse,  nflcr  bricuV  s!<afing  the  utility  am]  necessity  of  widen¬ 
ing  tile  Union  Camd,  moved  that  a  committee  of  {ifken  be  appointed 
to  draw  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  for  aid  to  ePect  lliat  object. 

'Plie  motion  carried  and  the  chair  appointed  for  the  committee,  viz  : 

.Me.'jsrs.  Krause,  Burke  and  Funk,  of  Dauphin.  Frick  of  Columbia, 
Cameron,  of  Union,  Eckert  and  .'\ycrigg,  r-f  Schuylkill,  Green,  of 
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l^-crks,  Bell,  of  [luntingdon,  Spackinan,  of  Piiiia-delphia,  Guilford,  of 
i^banon,  Kidder,  of  JjU/.(;r'*.c,  Horton,  of  Nortiiumberland,  Alexander, 
of  Carlisle,  Stroop,  of  IV/ry. 

George  N.  Hckert  moved  that  a  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed 
to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  .sense  of  the  Convention,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  committee  appointed,  viz  : 

Messrs.  Eckert,  Strong  and  Oliver,  of  Schuylkill,  Krause  and  Lei- 
nawcaver,  of  Lebanon,  Benson,  Miller  and  High  of  Berks,  Johnjion, 
Sims,  Boas  and  Duck,  ofDaupliin,  Packer,  of  l^ycoming,  Fraley,  of  the 
citv  of  Philadelphia,  and  AlcWilliams,  of  Columbia. 

Adjourned. 


SAME  DAY, 


The  Convention  met  at  8  o^clock  P.  M.  D.  Krause  presented  the 
following  communication  which  was  road  and  order'' d  to  be  inserted 
in  the  proceedings  viz: 

William  Boyd,  Esu. 

President  of  the  Union  Canal  Company, 

SIR 

The  Union  Canal  company  having  applied  to  the  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  to  appoint  an  Engineer  to  examine  the  Union  Canal 
with  a  view  to  theenlargen.cnt  (Tthe  same,  and  the  undersigned  Ita- 
vingbeen  designated  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  begs  leave  to  stale 
that  he  has  examined  -vith  some  care  the  Canal  throughout  from  its 
junction  with  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  below  Reading,  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Canal  at  Middletown,  and  also  the  Branch  extending  from 
the  Water  Works  to  I’ine  Grove. 

The  expediency  of  enlarging  the  Canal  so  as  to  correspond  in  its 
dimensions  in  all  respects  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  provided  a 
full  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  such 
navigation,  must  be  admitted  by  all  who  anprcHMale  the  importance  oT 
ehearjening  intercourse  and  transportation  bidw(.*en  the  interior  of  the 
State  and  its  commercial  metropolis,  and  who  wish  to  secure  to  Per.n- 
svlvauia  her  full  share  of  the  trade  of  the  Western  Stales. 

The  attention  of  the  undersigned  was  chielly  directed  to  the  enqui¬ 
ry,  whether  or  not  a  full  supply  of  water  can  be  commanded  for  a 
canal  and  locks  of  the  enlarged  size,  and  snUicicnt  to  pass  all  the  ton¬ 
nage  which  might  be  expected  to  seek  a  passage  through  it. 
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The  seasoQ  of  the  year  at  which  the  mspection  was  made,  was  un¬ 
favorable  for  gauging  the  streams  on  which  the  Canal  is  dependent 
for  a  supply -of  water. 

The  quantity  furnished  by  their  regular  discharges  during  the  dry 
season  of  the  year,  as  well  as  that  afforded  by  the  reservoirs  already 
constructed,  was  collected  from  the  measurements  made  by  Engineers 
of  high  character  late  and  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Company.  Oth¬ 
er  engagements  have  as  yet  prevented  the  undersigned  from  giving 
the  subject  that  full  and  deliberate  consideration  which  its  impor¬ 
tance  merits,  and  for  the  same  reason  he  is  at  present  unable  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  calculations  of  the  quantity  of  water  which  can  be  obtained 
for  the  Canal.  However,  on  this  point,  he  can  state  confidently  in  gen¬ 
eral  terms  that  the  quantity  of  waiter  forthesupply  of  the  summit  can 
l)e  largely  increased  in  two  ways  viz : 

First :  By  substituting  steam  power  in  the  place  of  water  power 
for  liftinct  the  water  from  the  main  feeder  to  the  summit  level. 

Second:  By  constructing  additional  reservoirs  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Big  and  Little  Swatara  and  Black  and  Fishing  Creeks. 

o  o 

Furthermore  the  quantity  available  may  be  considerably  augmen¬ 
ted  by  tightening  the  Summit  Level. 

It  may  be  further  stated  that  a  cursory  examination  was  made  of 
the  coal  district  at  Pine  Grove  to  which  the  Union  Canal  will  be  the 
natural  outlet  to  market.  Of  the  extent  and  value  of  those  mines 
and  the  superior  quanlity  of  the  Coal,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded 
the  public  have  no  correct  conception.  As  regards  expense,  those 
mines  alone  will  justify  the  enlargement  of  the  Canal. 

Should  the  enlargement  be  carried  into  effect,  the  coal  will  be 
transported  down  the  branch  Canal  to  its  junction  "with  the  main 
Cunal,  and  vdll  fiad  its  wav  thence  both  to  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phi'i. 

The  foregoing  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the  survey  is  presented 
’that  the  company  may  be  apprized  of  the  general  results  of  the  inves- 
liga'ion.  A  more  particular  attd  detailed  report  together  with  an  ap¬ 
proximate  estimate  of  tlie  cost  of  the  enlargement,  will  be  made  at  the 
■earliest  day  practicable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  JAMES  D.  HARRIES, 

Eucriiiea'. 

Philadelphiay  Decemher  1,  1838 

•Dr.  Geo.  N.  Eckert  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose 
then  reported  the  following  resolutions  which  wei'e  seperately  consid¬ 
ered  and  unanimously  adopted 

Whereas,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  having  embarked  in  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  canals,  extending  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  Union  ca¬ 
nal  to  Pittsburg  and  to  Erie,  upon  an  enlarged  and  capacious  scale, 
as  early  as  the  year  1826;  and  whereas,  the  limited  capacity  of  the 
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Uriioij  oniiul,  wbicli  consli'utos  a  part  of  llic  chain  of  improvement 
lioiii  I’hilfuiclpliia  If)  ilic  Lakes,  clues  not  admit  boats  of  the  larfier 
si/e,  there!)-  rendering  it  necessary  eillier  to  tranship  at  Middletown, 
or  to  use  Lnlou  canal  bouts  the  entire;  distance  from  rliiladelphiu  to 
the  west;  Tiieref’ore, 

Lc.v;)lvcc!,  That  the  f>riitinal  flesign  ol’llio  proj  dors  f;fthe  Internal 
1  tnprovemcrus  ol’  IkMiiisylvania,  was  not  only  tlie  developernetit of  her 
a^ricultLral  and  n]inei-ul  r(;sonrces,  but  the  cure  men  t  of  the  Irans- 
);orlation  of  the  produce  of  liie  west,  lo  our  cowanercial  emporium, 
J^iiladeluhia. 

Kesolved,  Tiia'.  iu;itncr  of  these  great  objects  can  be  fully  secured, 
uiilil  tin;  Union  cunai  be  made  of  an  efjnai  cJipacity  with  the  canals 
f)f  the  Stale,  whereby  [>roduee  and  merchandize  n)ay  be;  carried 
without  aijv  transhipment,  m  the  larger  class  ol'boals  Lu  and  from  the 
city  of  i  hiiade![)hiri.  •  • 

Lesolvod,  That  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  requires  un.- 
lormity  in  capacity  and  dime. isioris  of  all  the  canals  in  the  State — and 
('speciaHy  those  forming  lijc  gree.t  chain  ot’ inland  navigation  between 
the  east  and  the  west,  thus  afibrding  free  passage-  to  boats,  to  wher¬ 
ever  tiic  1  rade  and  tonnayc  may  invite  them — whereby  tlie  co^t  of 
traiisporialion  will  be  mucii  reduced,  and  the  tonnage  and  tolls  vastly 
auernented. 

\.7» 

Resolved,  Thai  h}  thins  reducing  the  cost  ortr.m.sporiation  belwe"n 
the  east  e.n.l  the  wevf,  a  large  am>ouni  010011011,  hemp,  tobacco,  baco.n, 
iiOLir  and  ^  ;rain,  and  other  cirri. -iiltural  produeis,  will  be  brought  from 
ip.e  west  and  south-west  to  liie  ihj.-m'.ylvani.i  ifi'.[):-ovcmcnls,  and  carri¬ 
ed  to  o'.ir  ea-;!e.rn  commerchu  enijiorium. 

Rr-s  oivofi.  That  the  liiK?  ofiiie  h  ni-u;  canal  a  fiords  ilic  onlv  rouu* 
uitiiii;  the  limits  of  the  yiale  hv  which  a  conlinuaiico  and  cnlarg<  d 
eamil  uaviyalion  with  an  ahundau*  .supply  of  water  can  be  liad.  Iron* 
llu-  (dtj'  f>!  .{''hiiadclpliia  to  the  valiey  ot  ihc  tiusqiiehanna. 

( Tiiat  I  lie  great  biiuminons  coal  tiedds  upon  the  Jnninta 
and  liu-  \\'e.st  llraii'-ii  fii  the  kSusquehaun.;  and  the  North  I’rnnch,  as 
'Vf  ii  as  f!,-  various  irt.m  mines  fui  ihe  .saifi  .st ream.*,  ainf  Iiimher  in  va- 
pa  1  Is  fi!' tii;' ( .'()iur\Kin\vf  a'.:h  w  ill  he  greailv  hern  litted  hv  tlu'cr.- 
I.irg'.'jucnt  efth;:  ouiau  e.m'ii:  masniueh,  as  it  will  opem  a  direct 
fNimo-mm  .-dion  f:'f);n  t.hf.se  \  aiu:; hl-.r  ir.i:i:-7  nud  rt-yimi.s  to  1  liC  eil y  o' 
Ri'iii:i(ieii);i!  ami  lo  mmi'-rous  iron  factoiv  s  upcai  tiie  Sclun  Ikill, 
wide!!  now  (•■jiisu.!«o  many  litou-’ind  u.ns  auuually  imported  from 
Nova  Rcutia. 

Resfdlvfd,  .said  iiopr  emeiir,  will  doi’ciope  one  of  t  he  best  an¬ 
thracite  o.inl  regions  on  !  he  iiead  waters  of  the  iSwaiaia,  that  e.xisls  in 
the  State,  hv  -.i'aiiir.'r  an  oul-let  from  .said  coal  district  thrmiifli  the 
I'liion  canal,  boih  to  the  Chesapealm  Ray  and  lo  the  citv  of  Pbiladel- 
f)hia.. 
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Resolved,  That  the  a^ncoltiiral  interests  of 'the  Cornmonweali’i. 
v.ill  be  irreallv  promoted  liy  makins;  every  lacilitv  for  the  iniioduc- 
tioTQ  of  mineral  coal  into  market ;  as  the  great  amount  ofiabcur  re- 
cjuired  for  inining  and  transportation  of  coal  will  create  a  home»rnar- 
iiet  for  the  consumption  of  our  agriculturai  products,  as  well  as  afrbrd 
the  farmer  coal  and  iimestone  ior  enriching  his  land. 

Resolved,  That  as  Ne\v  York,  our  great  rival  for  the  vrestern  trade 
on  the  north,  and  r^arvland  on  the  south,  are  now  putting  fortli  all 
their  energies  to  obtain  it.  by  the  constretion  of  rail  reads  and  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  Erie  canal,  it  becomes  us  as  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwcalth,  as  the  guardians  oftlie  future  prosperity  of  her  children, 
that  we  arou.se  to  immediate  action,  and  talie  such  iTieasuies  as  sliail 
prevent  i*'  being  diverted  from  its  natural  channel. 

Resolved.  That  the  interests  ot  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  end  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth  oi  Penn?ylv?snia,  are  one  end  the  seme. 

Resolved,  That  regarding,  as  wo  do,  the  early  cnm'‘Yt:en  of  the 
enlu»'gemcnt  oi  the  Union  canal,  as  necessarv  for  retainin'',  and  fur- 
liter  securing  the  western  trade,  as  well  as  to  develop!?  more  fulivoiir 
own  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  mineral  resource^,  for  t].p  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  capital  and  energies  of  our  oun  citizeii.s,  that  we  pe¬ 
tition  lim  Legislature  to  grant  to  the  Union  canal  company,  such  aid. 
and  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  cnahie  said  c  .'mpa- 
nv  to  comp-lele  the  same  without  delay. 

On  motion  of  Henry  K.  Strong  the  following  additl  .nrd  resoluticn 
was  adopted  viz : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  committees  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  l>r:::f  descrip¬ 
tion  of  tlr-  coal  iieldand  deposites  of  Iron,  and  other  natural  producets 
of  Ronnssd vani'i ;  also  showing  the  amount  of  tonnage,  which  the 
cnlargcimeiiL  of  the  Union  Canahwil!  bring  upon  our  puhli.:  works  and 
its  eff'Ct  upon  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature. ' 

Ths  Committees  are  as  follows  : 

For  tlie  Swatara  Coal  region,  in  Sehuvlkiil  county.— -Menry  K, 
Strong,  Dr.  Augustus  Holmes  and  Dr.  George  N.  Eclter:.. 

For  Wyoming  Valley — L.  Kidder,  G.  M.  Ijollenback,  E.  W. 
Stiirdevant,  W.  J.  Ros-s,  Chester  Butler. 

For  Columbia  couiVy  Iron  Ore.  <&:c. — Dr.  W.  H,  .Magili,  J,  Pax- 
Iwn,  W.  G.  Harvey,  E.  Trego,  W.  McKellnry,  .Tohn  R.'^^Boyd. 

For  Farrandsville. — Daniel  Tyler  and  William  P.  Farrand.  „ 

For 'Lycoming  county,  dec  , — William  Wilson,  William  F.  Packer, 
John  Cowden. 

For  Clearfield. — -Ale.yander  Irwin,  Peter  Ritncr. 
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For  Centre. — lion.  Thomas  Burnside,  Bond  Valentine,  and  Gen- 
Wrn.  Irwin. 

For  'rioi^n,  Potter,  Bradford  &  Susquehanna,  on  coal, lumber  &c. — 
Alrnon  H.  Reed,  John  Laport,  Isaac  Myers,  Darius  Bullock. 

For  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Venango,  Warren,  McKean  &  Armstrong, 
on  Iron,  coal,  lumber,  6lc. — Josiah  Hall,  William  Orr,  E.  Heath,  J. 
II.  Bell,  Jas.  Taylor,  Wm.  Banks,  Lewis  W.  Snnth,  Jos.  Henderson. 

For  Lykens  valley  coal  region.— Ovid  F  Johnson,  James  Peacock, 
Henry  Shaelfer,  Henry  VValters,  D.  Krause. 

For  Dauphin  and  Susqehanna. — JohmSims,  Benjamin  Stees,  Jos. 
Lyon,Wm.  Bell,  J. Taylor. 

For  Shamokin  coal  region. — Hugh  Bellas,  Henry  Snyder,  A.  Jour- 
don,  C,  G.  Donell. 

Few*  Lebanon  county  iron  and  coal. — S.  Guilford,  Geo.  W.  Kline, 
John  Krause. 

For  Berks  county  "Iron  and  Coal. — Benevell  Keim,  John  Swartz, 
Daniel  Hain,  Samuel  S.  Jackson. 

For  Cumberland  on  Iron  and  Coal. — Frederick  Wat's,  Doctor 
Foulke, George  Ege. 

For  Franklin  on  Iron  and  Coal. — Messrs.  McCulloch,  Madeira, 
Calhoun. 

Convention  Adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  5ih,  1838. 

The  Convention  met  half  past  8  o’clock,  A.  M. 

D.  Krause,  from  the  committee  on  that  subject,  read  the  following 
memorial  to  the  Legislature,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Convention  and  presented 
to  the  Senate  and  Flouse  of  Representatives. 

the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common 

wsallh  of  Pennsylvania* 

The  memorial  of  delegates  from  many  counties  of  the  State,  assembl¬ 
ed  in  convention  at  Harrisburg  on  the  4th  December,  1838,  to  consi¬ 
der  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  “Union  canal,”  respectfully*  rep¬ 
resents,  That  on  full  consultation  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy  and 
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■claims  the  patronage  of  the  commonwealth.  It  can  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  as  a  necessary  extension  of  our  system  of  inland 
navigation  to  our  atlantic  sea  board,  and  therefore,  its  capacity  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  State  canals,  and  the  increasing  demands  of 
trade.  From  the  eastern  termination  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  at 
Columbia,  it  is  eighty-two  miles  to  Philadelphia  by  the  State  rail  road, 
whilst  by  the  rail  road  through  Wrightsville  and  York  it  is  but  sixty- 
eight  to  Baltimore,  and  perhaps  eighty-three  by  the  tide  water  canal, 
and  a  rail  road  from  Havre  «'e  Grace.  It  is  however,  but  forty-five 
to  tide  water  at  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  by  that  superior  and 
capacious  canal;  and  that  point,  it  is  affirmed  may  be  made  a  ship- 
jving  port  for  s^are  rigged  vessels,  and  seems  destined  to  become 
■the  centre  of  an  active  commerce  between  many  of  the  States  in  coal, 
iron,  lumber,  and  probably  other  produce  as  well  as  merchandize. 
The  spirit  of  the  times,  which  is  sleepless  in  the  pursuit  of  new  en¬ 
terprises,  will  not  long  suffer  the  sum  required  to  give  it  the  conse- 
vjuence  of  which  it  a’ppears  susceptible  to  remain  unappropriated  b\' 
the  general  government. 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance,  that  the  alternative  which  the  produce 
accumulated  on  ilie  Ohio,  the  lakes,  and  our  northern  waters,  to  be 
exchanged  for  merchandize  in  the  atlantic  markets,  will  be  referred  to 
at  Columbia,  is  by  no  means  favourable  to  our  commercial  metropolis; 
whose  citizens  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  public  enterprises  of  the 
State,  and  have  been  unsparing  of  their  efiorts  to  sustain  them  ever 
since.  Unless  she  equalizes  in  her  market  prices,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  cost  of  canal  and  rail  road  transportation,  the  latter  being 
three-fold  that  ^of  the  former  exclusive  of  the  expense  of  tranship¬ 
ment,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  boats  will  break  bnlk  to  send  their 
cargoes  to  Philadelphia,  Mdien  tliey  may  pass  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
in  about  half  the  distance,  or  if  they  do  tranship,  that  they  will  pre¬ 
fer  a  rail  road  of  eighty-two  miles  to  Philadelphia,  to  one  of  sixt}*- 
jo'ght  to  Baltimore,  Pennsylvania  lias  been  generouslv  liberal,  both 
in  the  large  expenditures  she  made  upon  her  internal  improvements, 
and  in  graining  extensions  of  them,  into  Maryland  particularly  ;  but 
in  that,  whilst  she  lias  shown  the  enlarged  public  spirit  of  her  peo- 
])le,  she  has  not  been  unmindful  of  their  great  interests.  The  facility 
thus  yielded  to  an  enterprising  rival;  who  is  preparing  to  use  it  eii- 
ergelically;  for  contesting  with  her  the  benefits  of  western  trade  upon 
iier  own  improvements,  is  also  a  power  in  her  hands  that  may  be  ex- 
exercised  with  efficiency  for  her  own  advancement.  Fifteen  years  af¬ 
ter  its  completion,  she  may  make  the  tide  water  canal  her  own  by  a 
guarded  reservation  in  the  charter  of  the  company,  and  add  from 
twelve  to  twenty  per  cent,  upon  its  cost  to  her  public  revenue.  In 
the  meantime,  by  aiding  the  Union  canal  company,  a  pioneer  in  the 
system  of  improvements  whose  influence  upon  her  destiny  is  elevat¬ 
ing  alike  her  rank  and  interests,  to  extend  the  capacity  of  its  work, 
she  will  achieve  the  two-fold  object  of  countervailing  competitors, 
and  of  converting  known  but  dormant  mineial  treasures  of  inappre¬ 
ciable  value,  into  actual  wealth,  and  commercial  capital — of  arresting 
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its  pv{»/i!a  to  Iior  own  merchants,  and  of  opo:ii:i;:j  an  atlC']i:.'.le  oullei  it) 
tidi;  al  hnlh  iMiilailelj  !)ia  and  liavic  di*  Cirai-o,  fi/r  the  iron  id’S'diuyl- 
ivill  and  Lohanon  ooui  lies,  and  the  o.\lon>l\f  anlliraciie  oirai  region 
on  ill'-  waliM’s  of  die  S  .vatara,  and  tim.s  ad.Iinf.’’ li»  die  lolls  oidier  Slate 
works  the  annual  sum  of  filiy  or  luoic  dioiisaiul  dollars.  IJul  iflroin 
tins  llinito.l  view  we  look  out  upon  the  broader  prorpi  cl  (;onnei:lcd 
wiili  it;  to  die  loiinaoe  and  coi.iniuroe  w  lii(  li  will  scid^  the  ad..ntic; 
sea  board  (TiSl  of  the  Al’iogbony  niounaiin.-.  In  rn  l-bie  and  Piiisburg, 
from  llio  Ohio,  die  upper  lakes,  ini  ;  die  waters  id  the  Snsqnabanna, 
and  still  more  from  our  own  leeminii-  terriiory — ll;e  s  llu.*  j.u.mbi  i:, 
tlu'  urruMixcurs,  th  ;  an  rna  vert  r.,  an, I  die  ca.n.m  i,  c-.-.a..,  liie  inon  oni: 
with  ever}’  requisite  for  eonvertiu'r  it  i:;to  metal  near  it:,  deposits,  tbe 
nnestiinaled  agrieiillural  prodiiets  of  wiiieb  our  soil  i.i  capable,  da- 
inanurnetures  v.  hieli  diese  essendid  (  icu’cnis  in  ll.-.  ir  j  roifLction 
must  (ueale,  and  liie  supplies  of  inendvandizc  wiiirli  if;e  interior,  ibe 
norlii  and  ilie  west  sbai!  require  {rom  I'lO.kdty  of  Philadelplii’a — dn? 
mea.sure  reeoni mended  sweLs  into  sdli  greater  impririniuie. 

tOrie  !i;:s  tho  best  liarbor  on  dm  laln  s.  qnd  ii'we  may  ji.iige  of  her 
fulure  »)ro.qress  in  coimiierci  d  prosj)  ’.ity  by  lluit  wbieli  she  has  at¬ 
tained  in  .her  infancy,  w'idnmi  :m  imtlct  towards  our  easterti  empori¬ 
um,  she  must  become  an  elr.cicni  triinitary  to  die  business  on  die 
public  works,  ’idic  single  steamboat  she  !iad  on  the  laltcs  in  1^2.'), 
bad  multiplied  in  18’d8  to  sixt'', -bve.  some  of  which  extend  their 
v<*vagc's  more  than  a  diousaml  m-ua. ;  and  tlio  ac’gu  Jiute  clearances 
from  there,  in  die  latter  }  ear  were  nn>re  than  six  hiiMurcd  .schooners, 
brigs  and  steam  boats,  freighted  with.  little  less  dian  two  hnndroui 
thousand  tons,  and  near  eigiitv  i!iOi:s:uu!  passcnjo’vs.  All  this  must 
liave  increased  since  in  llie  same  ratio,  ami  must  cominue  to  in¬ 
crease  until  the  great,  interests  wliich  cenlie  there  sliall  have  reached 
their  maximnm,  and  our  extended  imoroi  ements  sdiall  yield  to  her 
their  ultimate  benefils.  Iditlsbur;.-  i.-  a  ooiut  of  equal  iJ'  not  sdll  great¬ 
er  interest.  Tt  is  a  central  depot  in  due  Ohio  vailey,  wloch  has  al¬ 
ready  near  lifLy  thousand  inhabitants;  tliree  l.'uudred  steam  rn- 
giues,  and  as  immv  manufactories  ;  and  numerous  steam  boats  that 
gatb.cr  there  the  produce  of  the  regions  which  lie  on  tlio  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Oliio,  and  carry  back  to  tlicin  their  supplie> 
of  tlomesuc  maiuifactures  and  foreign  merchandize.  M' hen  ilio 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  (.'nmd,  which  is  in  progress  towards  comph-- 
tion,  shall  lie  open  for  navigation,  the  trade  of  the  iipj-cr  lakes— the 
products  of  tluj  fields  and  mines  whiclt  accnmulaie  at  MiiwalKy, 
Cidcago,  Miidiigan  City,  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee,  S.iudusky,  De¬ 
troit  and  Cleavelaml,  from  Iowa,  AViscondu,  Micliigaii  and  llio  iio.'- 
ihcirn  sections  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  lillinois — will  naturally  he 
brawn  to  Pittsburg  ami  seek  markets  ineasicrn  Pennsylvania,  instead 
M  pa.'singby  the  wav  of  New  Orleans  or  Buffalo  to  the  city  of  IVe’w 
York.  What  the  amount  of  that  trade  will  be  eventually,  must  be 
I 'ft  for  the  imagination  to  conceive,  for  even  an  approximate  estimate 
i;  impracticable  until  the  annually  swelling  tide  of  emigration  to  the 
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west  shall  have  covered  its  fertile  lands  with  a  prodiiclive  population, 
and  the  surplus  fruits  of  its  indiistrv"  shall  be  offered  at  the  nearest 
depots  for  transportation  to  the  Aiiauiic  cities.  When  the  full  reso.Ils 
v/hich  must  How  from  the  ccncurrenl  systems  of  improvement  in 
v/hich  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  are  engaged  in  view  of  this  trade  shall 
be  experienced  by  that  growing  city,  and  Cleaveland  with  the  upper 
depositories  of  produce  on  the  lakes,  shall  direct  their  shipments  to 
her,  or  throu<jh  het  to  cur  eastern  metropolis  — when  tlie  value  of 
rhis  external  commerce  siiall  he  added  to  the  annual  aggregate  of  her 
coiniiiorcial  and  nianufacturing  operations  wltich  at  present  exceeds 
thirty  miilions—  Jier  progress  in  wealth  and  commerce  may  vrell  ex¬ 
cite  admiration,  and  stimulate  the  commonwealth  to  nc'w  exertions  ot‘ 
her  energy  to  complete  and  extend  her  public  enterprises  as  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  lier  highest  ultimate  prosperiiv.  Up  to  the  29th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  last,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  collector’s  office  at  Pitts¬ 
burg,  the  arrivalsand  clearances  there  amounted  to  lbs.  1 15, 131, 78b, 
and  the  tolls  t^iken  were  more  than  fortv-eiglii  thousand  dollars,  'i'lie 
tolls  at  Cleaveland,  up  to  the  3ist  October,  were  §103,994  80, 
whilst  tliey  wore  but  §31,022  41  at  Cincinnati.  'Phe  accession  of 
both  tonnage  and  tolls  wlfficli  may  be  expected  from  Cleaveland  wdien 
the  cross-cut  and  the  Pennsylvania  canals  shall  constitute  a  continu¬ 
ous  water  communication  between  tliat  port  and  the  Delaware,  is 
indicated  by  a  comparison  (S' f  aggregates  made  up  of  similar  articles 
from  the  reports  of  bolh  officers  ; — winch  shows  for  Cleaveland  du¬ 
ring  one  month  of  the  last  year  31(3,500,  and  for  Pittsburg  the  vvhoie 
year  152,531  :  —  And  it  is  still  further  illustrated  by  the  I'aci  that  this 
city,  in  Ohio,  had  in  1830,  but  one  tliousand  inhabitonfe.,  and  its 
clearances  were  scarcely  worth  noting,  wliilst  now  she,  with  the 
adjacent  town  of  Ohio,  number  probably  twelve  thousand  souls,  and 
her  tonnage  is  valued  at  about  fourteen  inillinns  of  dollars.  W’jte'n 
the  fulre  augmented  magnitude  of  this  trade  shall  demand  accornda- 
tion  upon  our  improvements  at  Pittsburg,  and  Erie,  of  whom  still 
higher  expectations  may  eventually  be  formed,  shall  add  hers  on  the 
main  line,  and  the  joint  amount  be  swelled  still  further  by  the  staples; 
tlie  mineral,  manufacturing  and  agriculturr.l  cummodities  of  our  ovoi 
state;  it  will  be  found,  as  it  was  in  Nev/ A"ork,  that  our  largest  canals 
instead  of  wanting  business  to  fill  their  cap.acit}r  and  make  tlie 
cost  of  their  construction  a  profitable  investment,  will  come  short  of 
the  requisitions  of  trade.  For  large  as  our  expectations  from  the 
western  waters  may  be.  those  which  are  entertained  in  reference  to 
the  interior  regions  of  tiie  slate  must  Ise  still  iiiore  s.o  i]i  every  intelli¬ 
gent  mind.  This  is  demons! ruled  in  the  State  of  New  A’ork,  where  al¬ 
though  the  tolls  wer"  more  than  a-  million  and  a  halfin  1835,  and 
larger  than  any  year  since  or  before  I8?3,  west-'-rn  irado  occufded 
but  a  small  soace  upon  the  c  inals.  31”.  Ehet,  an  engineer  of  high  ren- 
utation  on  the  Virginia  improvements  stated  in  hi'=:  report  of  Angus!, 
1837,  that  but  six  per  coiU  of  the  ti.nnage  oi'ihe  Erie  rnnal  in  1335, 
was  “western  produce  comiiig  from  other  states,  and  that  passing  up 
the  canal  to  the  lake”  the  residue  of  ninety-fciir  per  cent  being  “made 
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up  along  the  lino  of  tho  canal  itself.”  Such  disproportion  must  howe¬ 
ver  gradually  il'not  rapidly  disappear.  The  surplus  commodities  of 
tho  western  states  must  necessarily  increase  as  their  lands  are 
bronghl  under  cultivation.  New  York  having  but  few  mir.eruls  must 
nearly  liave  attained  its  fullest  measure  in  ibis  respect;  as  appears  ob¬ 
vious  Irom  the  fact  that  twenty  three  ol  her  western  counties  are  esti¬ 
mated,  upon  data  suflicientlysatisfactory,  to  yield  an  annual  agricul- 
lural  (iroduct  wortli  upwards  of  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars — near¬ 
ly  if  no^  quite  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the  cotton  and  sugar  crop  of  the 
entire  south.  lt‘  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  both  the  Ca¬ 
nal  Commissioners  and  the  committee  of  the  last  legislature  of 
that  state,  proceeded  upon  this  condition  of  things  in  estima¬ 
ting  the  tolls  upon  their  canal  when  enlarged  to  approach  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  one  half  to  be  received  from  property  passing  to  and 
from  other  states;  valuing  the  export  and  import  trade  of  the  states^ 
ard  territories  between  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes,  in  ten  years,  at 
$200,000,000  per  year.  Pennsylvania  occupies  a  better  position — a 
b.‘:tler  location  for  securing  this  vast  western  prize,  whilst  her  domes¬ 
tic  sources  of  freight  and  tolls  arc  scarcely  opened  or  appreciated  in 
most  o(  her  best  sections  of  country. 

If  instead  of  rmporling  from  England  as  we  did  in  1834,  forty 
thousand  tons  of  coal,  and  as  we  do  every  year  large  quantities  of  iron,, 
wo  pursue  an  enlightened  policy  in  relation  to  our  own  mineral  de¬ 
posits,  tliis  which  may  now  seem  an  extravagant  assumption  of  super¬ 
iority,  will  become  a  conceded  fact  in  comparatively  few  years.  The 
Bituminous  coal  fields  in  this  state,  without  taking  into  account  its 
more  limited  extent,  on  broad  top  mountain  on  the  Rayslown  branch 
of  the  Juniata,  and  on  Stony  creek  in  Dauphin  county,  embrace 
about  a  third  of  her  territory.  It  spreads  from  the  Ohio,  the  Virginia 
and  the  Maryland  state  lines — from  Sharon  to  Cumberland — betA-een 
the  VVe.stern  slope  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  and  the  Allegheny 
river,  to  a  line  drawn  parallel  with  the  bouudry  of  New  York,  froni 
VVarren  to  Towanda  in  Bradford  county  ;  and  forms  an  area  of  about 
21,000  square  miles.  This  district  contains  also  contiguous  deposits 
o(  iron  ore  and  limestone,  the  two  great  requisites  for  manufacturing 
iron  on  a  large  scale.  It  produces  a  large  amount  of  salt,  and  is- 
covered  on  the  waters  of  the  Allegheny  and  Susquehanna,  with  lor- 
(*sts  of  pine,  cherry  and  other  varieties  of  wood,  on  which  most  of 
the  middle,  western  and  south  western  states  are  dependent  for  their 
supplies  of  lumber. 

The  Anihracite  coal  fields,  although  more  circumscribed  in  the 
area  within  their  boundaries,  contain  probably  as  much  coal,  and 
are  of  more  immediate  consequence,  as  is  seen  in  the  influence  they 
have  already  exerted  on  business  and  property,  both  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  mines,  and  the  markets  whose  trade  they  have  contributed  to  make 
or  improve.  This  is  also  seen  in  the  effect  they  have  upon  the  stock 
of  navigation  companies,  whose  works  are  occupied  with  their  pro¬ 
ducts.  Twelve  years  ago  a  wood  shallop  was  the  only  craft  which 
occasionally  appeared  on  the  Scliuylkill  at  Philadelphia.  Now,  up- 
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wards  of  three  thousand  vessels  carry  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  coal  annually  from  there  to  other  states ;  and  the 
western  section  of  the  city  is  rapidly  rising  in  improvements,  and  in 
the  estimation  of  capitalists.  Mountain  districts  in  Northampton, 
Luzerne,  Schuylkill,  Northumberland  and  Dauphin  counties,  which  a 
few  years  ago  were  barren  places,  are  now  occupied  by  thriving 
towms,  or  teeming  with  a  busy  population.  The  Schuylkill  canal 
stock,  at  one  time,  sold  for  thirty  dollars  per  share,  and  colliers  of 
-Pottsville  as  an  inducement  to  lower  the  tolls,  had  the  temerity  as  it 
was  then  thought  to  guaranty  to  the  company  an  annul  burden  of  ten 
tJiousand  tons.  That  stock  now  ranges  between  $142,00  and  $170,00 
and  the  canal  has  a  tonage  of  523,152  tons,  carried  from  Pottsville  to 
Philadelphia  in  a  line  of  eight  hundred  boats  constantly  employed  in 
the  season.  The  mines  near  the  Lehigh  make  proportionate  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  business  of  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  as  those  on  the  Swatara  will  in 
a  fuller  measure,  to  both  that  city,  and  the  commonwealth,  if  an  ade¬ 
quate  avenue  be  opened  for  them  from  Pine  Grove  to  Middletown, 
The  Delaware  division  pays  the  interest  upon  its  cost;  and  the  Le¬ 
high  coal  navigation  company  divides  ten  per  cent. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  business  of  mining  coal  in  this  stale 
is  in  its  infancy,  and  its  progress  in  about  fourteen  years,  is  followed 
from  a  few  hundred  tons,  which  at  first  was  its  maximum  product,  to 
over  800,000  tons  wdiidi  it  now  aggregates  at  Philadelphia,  it  may 
not  be  extravc.gant  to  take  the  English  mines  as  the  basis  of  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  its  probable  importance  fifteen  years  hence.  It  is  only  within 
the  last  fifty  years  that  the  value  of  coal  was  duly  appreciated  in 
England.  Here  it  is  rapddly  making  its  way  into  the  hearths  of 
households,  the  steam  engines  of  the  shops  and  manufactories,  as 
well  as  the  locomotives  and  steam  boats  on  our  great  thoroughfares. 
The  steam  boats  that  use  anthracite  coal  as  their  fuel  on  the  eastern 
waters  have  found  it,  not  only  cheaper,  but  of  greater  generating 
power  than  wood  ;  and  that  it  is  preferable  for  locomotives  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  an  unsettled  question.  It  is  now  used  for  manufacturing 
raw  iron  in  the  eastern  counties,  where  ore  is  abundant.  The  En¬ 
glish  mines  supply  about  15,000  steam  engines  in  that  country,  with 
fuel,  some  of  which  are  of  a  power  equivalent  to  1,000  horses,  and 
perhaps  six  hundred  steam  boats  belonging  to  her  ports;  employ 
7,000  ships  for  the  supply  of  London  alone  ;  are  the  principal  sus¬ 
taining  power  of  her  immence  manufacturing  establishments;  yield 
an  annual  product  of  30,000,000  tons  worth  at  $2,50  per  ton,  $75,- 
000,000  ;  are  the  producing  cause  of  an  amount  of  labor  equal  to  the 
work  3  or  400,000,000  of  men  ;  and  are  the  chief  source  of  her 
pre-eminent  greatness  and  wealth  as  is  maintained  by  all  her  political 
economists.  Is  it  unreasonable,  therefore,  for  us  to  anticipate  from 
our  possession  of  it,  at  least  approximate  profits  and  prosperity  1 
Pennsylvania  monopolises  all  the  anthracite  coal  in  the  United. States 
in  her  three  great  fields;  which  spread  from  the  Lehigh  to  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna,  over  the  intermediate  waters  of  the  Swatara  and  the 
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receive  the.  j'lotfucu  of  the  mjmc'roiis  vein-?  that  may  l>c  o|A*(i'  d  anti 
u’orkc.'l  in  the  meiinlains,  in  some  j)[. ice.-?  i he  intervals  the v  em- 
hrace,  :i  »•  ih  --w'  n  -ar  V.'ilhsLarr^- ;  the  iShnmohi-i  I.asiii  in  rCorihiJiu- 
hariari  1  '-'U!  ity  ;  \\'is(.v)riisc(),  arel  i'ort  J^yon  i.i  Uauj  hin  i’ountv: 
an  1  at  Mi  M'i  lown,  by  way  oftlu?  'Jtjion  canal  if  it  be  ciilarL;«-t!,  froo) 
the  rOL':i  )!i>  in  li'-banon  nbtl  Schnylki!!  conntic?,  which  t  .\!c*n<l  over 
the  t ribn'aria^  Ijw'atari  (V<)m  the  tliviJire:  waters  oast,  to  those 

ol*  ['ishin.,;  cr  -ck  al>  )vo  the  reservoir  rat  the  «^aj>  ofllje  lUuc  mcajntam. 
j'!ach  <)!'  i.b  •  'U.s:!io!is  above  these  points  is  ca[)able,  with  suilaijit?  cap¬ 
ital  nnJ  ficiliiies,  of  supplying  an  lantuial  tonnage  of  laalf  a  anllion. 

iiiil  the  extensive  depo-its  of  iron  and  other  ores  wiiicii  le  round 
in  the  counties  of  Norlhamptoii,  iJiicks,  llerks,  I^ebanun,  f>j!U‘.a5ler, 
Jelferson.  V'enongo,  Armstrong,  Indiana,  York,  Franklin.  Adani.«» 
Cumberland,  Columbia,  Lycoming,  Fayette,  Green,  (dearfield  and 
Centre,  and  probably  others  of  our  twenty-eight  millions  acres  of 
territory,  if  not  equal  to  our  coal  formations  in  value,  are  only  of 
secondary  consequence.  It  would  seem  that  in  adding  this  resource  to 
cxhanslless  fuel,  and  an  unsurpassed  fertility  in  the  soil,  tialure  had 
formed  the  purpose  of  stitnulaling  the  community,  and  the  govero- 
inent,  to  concurrent  eiVorts  in  the  prosecution  of  individual  enterprises 
and  public  improvements.  It  is  a  union  of  the  chief  elements  of 
wealth,  whicli  in  co-operation  with  science,  industry  and  practical 
skill,  has  advanced  every  coutitry  possessing  it,  in  civilizaticn.  j)ros- 
perily  and  power,  and  must  in  our  hands,  and  under  the  fostering 
iiinuence  of  free  instiiiuions,  elevate  this  commonwealili  above  her 
sisters  in  the  confederacy. 

The  coke  and  iron  est.ablishmonts  at  Karthaus  and  Farrandsville^ 
and  others  which  are  building  on  Lycoming  creek  and  in  Armstrong 
county,  together  with  the  anthracite  furnaces  in  operaticrti  at  Mauch 
Ghunk,  Easton  and  illanayunk,  are  an  earnest  of  the  future  aug- 
mentation  of  th.e  supply  of  iron  from  manufactories  in  this  state. 
Vi’e  already  furnish  two  fifths  of  the  whole  amount  made  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  annually,  which  is  probably  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  fifty- 
tive  thousand  tons;  and  the  quantity  imported  from  abrosid  is  estima¬ 
ted  to  cost  the  country  I'jci*  year  llie  sum  of  twenty  millions  ('f  dollars. 
Large  as  seems  the  proportion  of  the  aggregate  made  in  this  coantry^ 
which  we  contribute,  it  is  not  more  than  equal  to  the  annual  j.rnduct 
of  two  establishments — that  oi*  Cravvshay  &  co.  and  oi  Gu(st  vS:co. 
in  South  Wales.  Their  joint  manufactuni  is  over  100, OOt)  tons,  and 
the  latter  firm  refused  over  !$.‘LO0O,OOO  for  their  works  n('t  long  ago. 
The  entire  product  of  Ikigland  is  stated  to  be  at  least  1,0(U),000  tons 
annually;  the  capital  employed  in  the  business  £7,000,000,  and 
200,000  persons  are  supported  bv  it.  Such  are  scmie  of  the  prodi¬ 
gious  results  wdiich  flow  from  a  union  of  coal  and  iron  in  the  samo 
eouiitry  in  the  single  ju'oeess  cf  turning  ore  into  metal.  Wl.en  the 
further  consequences  which  follow  the  countless  operations  in  which 
fuel  and  iron  are  the  principal  agents,  in  agriculture,  manulnctures, 
commerce,  in  all  the  pursuits  and  departments  ef  civilized  life,  are- 
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contemplated,  their  value  to  the  human  family  can  scarcely  be  esti¬ 
mated. 

When,  therefore,  our  central  location  in  reference  to  the  lakes  at 
Erie  and  Cleaveland,  to  Pittsburg  on  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  vast  com¬ 
modities  of  the  mineral,  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  lumber  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  state,  is  sufficiently  estimated,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
the  policy  adopted  in  1826,  was  founded  in  wisdom,  and  that  the  mo¬ 
tives  for  speedily  completing  and  extending  our  line  of  internal  navi¬ 
gation,  are  powerful  beyond  those  which  can  actuate  any  of  our  great 
competitors. 

The  practicability  of  graduating  the  capacity  of  the  Union  canal 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  accumulated  trade  which  a  few  years  must 
bring  to  it  at  Middletown,  from  the  various  sources  referred  to,  will 
scarcely  remain  an  open  proposition  after  the  united  testimony  of  Mr. 
Harries,  and  other  distinguished  engineers,  shall  be  duly  considered. 
Nor  will  the  objection  which  has  been  urged  against  it  as  a  naviga¬ 
tion  whose  summit  is  supplied  by  means  of  reservoirs  and  steam  en¬ 
gines,  and  therefore  insufficient  for  an  extensive  business,  remain  un¬ 
answered  if  a  moment’s  attention  be  given  to  similar  works  elsewhere, 
that  are  of  established  usefulness  and  great  profit  to  the  owners.  Such 
canals  are  common  in  England;  and  how  productive  they  are  is 
shown  by  the  astonishing  advances  in  their  stocks.  Tho  Somerset 
COAL  CANAL  is  Seventeen  and  a  half  miles  long,  with  a  lockage  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  Its  stock  per  share  was  originally 
fifty  pounds,  and  in  1821  it  was  worth  one  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds  in  market,  and  the  same  in  1834;  and  yet  this  canal  is  sup¬ 
plied  on  its  upper  level  by  steam  engines.  The  Strawbridge  ca¬ 
nal,  with  its  summit  supplied  by  a  reservoir;  the  W’orcester  and 
Bir3iingham,  by  steam  engine  and  reservoir;  the  Grantham  canalf 
wholly  supplied  by  reservoirs;  the  first  five  miles,  the  second  twenty- 
nine  miles,  and  the  other  thirty-three  and  one  quarter  miles  long,  pay 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  The  shares  of  the  Stafford  and 
Worcester  canal,  were  originally  £140,  and  in  1821  had  risen 
lo  ^800,  and  in  1834  were  £645  This  work  is  forty-six  and  a  half- 
miles  lon^,  with  a  lockage  of  394  feet,  is  supplied  from  two  reser¬ 
voirs,  and  yet  divides  thirty-six  per  cent.  The  first  cost  of  shares  in 
the  Ere  Wash  canal,  which  is  eleven  and  three  quarter  miles  long, 
with  a  lockage  of  108  feet  and  supplied  from  reservoirs,  was  £100, 
and  has  sold  for  £1400,  and  divided  seventy-two  per  cent.  The 
shares  of  the  Oxford  canal  at  first  were  £150;  in  1821,  were 
worth  £670,  and  in  1834  £610,  and  divides  thirty-two  per  cent;  and 
yet  the  vvork  has  three  reservoirs  and  one  engine  of  one  hundred 
horse  power  on  its  summit.  There  is  good  ground-therefore  for  the 
prediction  that  the  Union  canal,  being  made  the  out-let  for  a  vast  coal 
region  to  tide  water  at  two  points,  and  in  effect  the  eastern  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  its  capacity  being  correspondent,  will  even¬ 
tually  not  be  behind  the  examples  which  have  been  enumerated. 

The  leading  object  of  Governments  in  constructing  works  of  inter¬ 
nal  improvement,  is  generally  much  more  to  cheapen  intercommmimi- 
‘  B 
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cation,  than  to  bring  revenue  into  the  public  Treasury.  In  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  the  additional  motive  of  populating  largo  districts  of  wild, 
but  first  rate  lands,  by  giving  facilities  for  conveying  surplus  commo¬ 
dities  to  the  public  marts,  and  exchanging  them  for  other  necessa¬ 
ries  or  comforts  of  life,  and  thus  increasing  both  the  aggregate  value 
of  lier  real  estate,  and  the  amount  of  labour  and  products,  is  of  decided 
weight  and  influence.  Finally  all  those  objects  will  be  attained  in  this 
state  ;  and  [he  cheaper  the  means  of  intercourse  be  made,  the  nearer 
we  approach  the  period  when  that  shall  be  the  case.  It  is  therefore, 
advantageous,  as  well  in  reference  to  the  project  of  widening  the  U- 
nion  canal,  as  to  our  whole  system  of  artificial  navigation,  to  inquire 
into  the  relative  expense  of  transportation  on  small  and  large  canals. 
With  such  view  the  foljowing  calculation,  founded  on  the  experience 
of  practical  boatmen,  is  submitted  in  tabular  form  ;  in  which  210  days 
are  taken  for  the  boating  season,  during  which  a  boat  may  make  nine¬ 
teen  trips  of  113  miles.  That  distance  is  assumed,  being  as  con¬ 
venient  as  any  other,  for  the  purpose  of  the  calculation.  'I'he  a- 
verage  burden  of  boats  on  the  Union  canal  is  twenty-five  tons,  and 
on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  fifty-five  tons,  and  therefore,  an  easy  cal¬ 
culation  shovv's  that  in  nineteen  trips,  the  small  boat  will  carry  but' 
475  tons,  whilst  the  large  boat  will  carry  1045  tons.  The  following 
table  shows  the  relative  expense  of  large  and  small  boats,  during  210 
days,  or  for  19  trips,  vi'z; 

SMALL  BOAT. 


Two  men  210  days,  at  87:}  per  day,  8367  50  , 

One  boy,  do  do  at  50  do,  105  00 

One  horse  Ik  months,  at  $11,00  per  month,  82  50 

One  horse  4^  months,  at  5,00  per  month,  22  50 

Depreciation  of  boat  and  horses  with  interest  on  first  cost,  &c.  95^  00 


Expenses  on  475  tons,  8672  50 


LARGE  BOAT. 

Three  men  210  days  at  87^  per  day,  $535  50 

Two  horses  7^  months  at  811,00  per  month,  ,  165  00 

Two  horses  4^  months  at  5,00  per  month,  45  00 

Depreciation  on  boats  and  horses  with  interest  on  first 

cost,  &c.  120  00 


Expenses  on  1045  tons,  $865  50 

Then  if  475  tons  cost  $672,50— tons  500,000  will  cost,  $707,894  73 
And  if  1045  do  do  865,50 — tons  500,000  will  cost,  414,114  83, 


Diflerence  against  the  use  of  small  boats  on  a  trade  of 

500,000  tons,  $293,779  90 

'  '  —  ■  — 

From  this  calculcation  it  necessarily  results  that  owners  of  freight 
who  arc  obliged  to  occupy  the  Union  Canal,  on  which  they  are 
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restricted  to  boats  of  25  tons  burden,  have  to  pay  in  monstrous  dis¬ 
proportion  to  those  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  vi^ith  boats  of  55  tons. 
On  a  tonnage  such  as  is  annually  sent  from  Pottsville  the  difference 
against  the  small  canal  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  three  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

For  all  these  considerations  your  honorable  bodies  are  respectfully 
memorialized  by  the  convention  aforesaid  to  grant  such  early  and 
efficient  aid  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  Union  Canal,  as  will  be 
adequate  to  effect  that  object. 

On  motion  of  Benjamin  Aycrigg,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  united  testimony  of  all  en¬ 
gaged  in  heavy  transportation,  and  also  from  the  example  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  the  present  favourable  circumstances  under 
which  it  can  be  effected,  this  Convention  would  earnestly  impress 
upon  all  concerned,  in  corporated  companies  as  well  as  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  the  va'st  importance  and  necessity  of  a  future  enlargement 
of  the  great  lines -of  communication  for  boats  of  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  tons  burden.  And  that  all  canals  to  be  here¬ 
after  constructed  or  enlarged,  be  so  arranged  that  the  work  done  at 
present  be  so  much  towards  the  end  in  view,  without  sacrificing  a 
large  amount  of  the  old  work  as  New  York  is  now  doing,  and  that  it 
may  thus  be  prepared  for  an  increase  of  depth  by  raisingthe  banks 
and  lock  walls,  whenever  it  shall  be  considered  expedient  to  finish  the 
work  by  a  simultaneous  action  along  the  whole  line. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  dne  die. 
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